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 FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CONGREGATION 

DIALOGUE AND PRAYER 

As we gather today, bless us O Lord. 

We are a church that belongs to Jesus Christ.  

We believe we are a part of God’s unfolding promise. As we gather, 

we connect with believers everywhere and are drawn more deeply  

into God’s saving story. 
 

As we engage in discussion and discernment today, bless us O Lord. 

We are a church whose unity is in Jesus Christ. We gather to discover,  

discern and boldly participate in what God is up to in our congregation,  

our community and the world.  
 

As we live out our faith through decisions today, bless us O Lord. 

We are a church that proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ and believes 

that through the gospel we are justified by God’s grace through faith.  

We believe we are transformed through the death of Jesus Christ  

on the cross and thus are always being made new. 
 

As we are one body with many members, bless us O Lord. 

As there are many parts to the body in Christ, help us to see how we are  

individually members one of another so that we are freed to serve and love 

our neighbor with a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. Amen. 

 

 

 

  

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 Romans 12: 4-5 

For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members  

have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,  

and individually we are members one of another.  
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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

January Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

Sunday, January 25, 2015, Noon 

Agenda 
 

Call to Order 
 

Opening Devotions 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Approval of Minutes 

  Semi-Annual Meeting, June 22, 2014 

  Special Congregational Meeting, September 15, 2014 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report and Comments 
 

President’s Report 
 

Staff Reports 
 

Reports of the Congregation Council Life Area Coordinators 

  and Committee Chairs 
 

Long Term Planning Committee Report 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Auditor’s Report 
 

Nominating Committee Report  
 

 Voting on Congregational Council and Officers slate for 2015  
 

Old Business 
 

New Business 
 

Processing ELCA required constitutional amendments developed by 

the  2013 ELCA  Churchwide Assembly. Please note, due to the fact 

that we are amending Article C10.05 regarding proxy and absentee 

balloting for local reasons, we are required to update ELCA mandated 

amendments which have not previously been included in our 

constitution.  
 

Ratification of previously voted amendment to C10.05  regarding 

proxy and absentee balloting for Sunday school workers. 
 

Closing Remarks 
 

Adjournment 
 

Benediction 
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 SAINT PAUL AREA SYNOD ANNUAL REPORT  

 January, 2015  

Dear Partners in Ministry,  

2014 was a year of transition. In June we gathered to celebrate with Bishop Peter 

Rogness his twelve years of leadership in this synod. For his wisdom, patience, and 

careful guidance of the synod we are still grateful. During his tenure the Saint Paul Area 

Synod gained public recognition for lifting up the needs of those in poverty, maintained 

a hearty and healthy level of mission support, and matured as a church in which difficult 

conversations can be engaged with integrity and respect.  

At the May synod assembly I was elected to a six year term as your new bishop and began that term on 

July 1. My installation service in August presented an opportunity for many of us to gather with leaders 

from across the ELCA, including Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, as well as Bishop Mdegella from 

the Iringa Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and the Rev. Karen Castillo, 

President of the Augustinian Lutheran Church of Guatemala, our two companion synods from the 

global church.  

There were additional transitions in the staff of the synod. Beth Helgen, Christine Fifield, Pastor Paul 

Erickson and Pastor Susan Miller completed their service in 2014. Anna Grunner, Chloe Ahlf, Pastor 

Lamont Koerner, Pastor Roger Hardy and Pastor Dick Magnus joined Julie Keefe, Cyndi Berg, Greg 

Triplett, Sister Noreen Stevens, and Pastor Peter Harrits as the team that works with me to support the 

rich ministries of congregations, specialized ministries, and our church-related institutions and agencies 

within this synod.  

But these were not the only transitions in 2014. We welcomed newly rostered leaders, including the 

ordination of 9 pastors - Steven Biedermann, Paul Dean, Ali Ferin, Peter Weston Miller, Javen 

Swanson, Jacqueline Belzer, Russell Rathbun, Rebecca Sullivan, Caroline Harthun (on January 3, 2015, 

which is almost 2014) and 1 commissioning service for Elizabeth Mangold, Associate in Ministry. This 

represents a bounty of fresh talent and leadership in our synod. In addition, 30 other pastors and 

Associates in Ministry, moved into new congregational or specialized ministries calls this past year. We 

are a synod with a focus on God’s future.  

Mission support from congregations allowed us to work with all those congregations in transition, offer 

leadership support to lay and rostered leaders through a variety of training programs and learning 

cohorts, and walk alongside 53 individuals currently in the candidacy process for rostered service.  

Much attention and financial support was also directed to our 7 mission starts with House of Mercy 

being received as a fully established congregation at the 2014 synod assembly. Three persons – Sally 

Fifield, Ben Johnson, and Lars Meisner – also left for service in the Young Adults in Global Mission 

program in 2014 and another member from this synod, Gloria Bengston, began a two-year Global 

Mission assignment in Bratislava.  

In addition, this past year we contributed $3,628 to the ELCA’s campaign to eliminate malaria (with 

contributions in excess of $180,000 to date), $54,152 to ELCA World Hunger and another $7,865 to 

ELCA Disaster Relief.  

In all four of the Gospels, Jesus instructs those who would follow him to count the cost of such lives of 

discipleship. Looking over our shoulder at the year now past, we are able to see the mirror image of that 

cost in these deep investments of time, money and faithfulness through the work of the Saint Paul Area 

Synod. The impact of our work together, lived out through the generosity of our congregations and 

related ministries, is astounding.  

I am grateful for this opportunity to serve with all of you and look forward to the ministry  

we will share in 2015.  
 

Yours in God’s Service,  Patricia J. Lull, Bishop 
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PASTORAL REPORTS 

SENIOR PASTOR’S REPORT             Pastor Anita C. Beste 
 

Much to Give Thanks for in 2014 
 

I give thanks to God for the privilege of serving as pastor at Prince of Peace, and for the many 

ways I am blessed by you —  as individuals and all together as a faith community! 

 

We are blessed with a caring, competent and creative staff.  I am so pleased to have Pastor John as 

a colleague — and that the congregation voted to change his 3-year term call (which would have 

ended September 2015) to a regular, open-ended call.  We said farewell to Office Manager Mark 

Hanson, Organist Kenny Vigne, and Bell Choir Director Kristen Hakkenson this year; we 

welcomed Tara Emerson as Office Manager, Brian Voss as Organist, and we are blessed to have 

Kathy Tunseth now direct both the Chancel Choir and the Bells of Peace. We are also blessed as 

Tammy Wilkinson, Milt Warkentien, Melissa Burke, and Steve Andert continue their good work 

with children and family ministry, music ministry, and the cleanliness of our building. 
 

Also essential to our ministry together is the dedication and variety of gifts from our many 

volunteers.  A whole team of people make every Sunday morning happen — from shoveling 

sidewalks and providing coffee and cookies and preparing the table for communion, to greeting, 

ushering, reading, and singing or playing instruments.  During the week people are helping in the 

office, tending to the building or the grounds, helping with a funeral or other event, or providing 

leadership through the many groups and committees of the church.  Thank you! Thank you!  

Thank you to you all! 
 

Thank you for your financial support.  There is double blessing in that: the giving of your money 

becomes a spiritual practice and blessing for you, and a blessing for the work of the church as 

well.  Plus we are in the middle of our three year campaign, Rooted in the Faith/Reaching for the 

Future; 2014 was year two of supporting much needed improvements for our building.  Some 

improvements we could see — like new windows; and some improvements we could feel — like 

heat from new furnaces.  Thank you for your sacrifice and generosity as a commitment to future 

congregational ministry through Prince of Peace.  Our building is an asset to us as a congregation; 

in turn we serve others as we host groups like Early Childhood and Family Education (ECFE) or 

Painted Harmony choir, or Women Achieving New Direction (WAND), or scouts, or provide 

space for elections or Lake Ridge Child Care.  A new addition this year was the placement of a 

beautiful columbarium just outside the east windows; niches are available for Prince of Peace 

members and the public alike.  Thank you to the Capital Improvement Implementation Committee 

for their ongoing work with our building, and thank you to the Columbarium Committee for  

the new addition. 
 

I give thanks for the way God’s Spirit is moving among us.  One sense of that is what I call the 

“bubbling up” of energy and ideas from some of the mission tithe projects — 10% of our Rooted 

in the Faith/Reaching for the Future monies support these ministries. For example, the Health and 

Wellness Ministry Task Force hosted two retreats in 2014, and the Spirituality Group is 

envisioning new ways to invite each of us to go deeper in our faith and spirituality in 2015.   

With both of these in mind, I added a Spirit Moves offering in 2014; we gather for gentle 

movement and meditation.     
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Much to Look Forward to in 2015  
 

Roots and Riffs -- I think there’s a theme there for 2015 for Prince of Peace!  

I’m stealing that image from a book I just read called The Agile Church: Spirit-Led Innovation in an 

Uncertain Age, by Dwight Zscheile, a professor of Congregational Mission and Leadership at Luther 

Seminary.  Roots refers to being deeply rooted in the traditions of our Christian faith – the stories of 

scripture, prayer, discernment, love of neighbor, love of God.  Riffs evokes the improvisation and 

moves a jazz musician makes – experimenting, “trying things out, and pushing boundaries – but all 

within shared structures and patterns.” (p. 109) 
 

In 2015, how shall we as individuals of a faith community, work and learn together to become even 

more rooted in our faith?  And then, what freedom and innovation may grow out of that?  What does 

it mean to be an “agile” church?  And how shall we open ourselves up to God’s “Spirit-led 

innovation” that may be drawing us into our future – as church – even in an “uncertain age”?  

Actually, Roots and Riffs sounds like an echo and variation on the theme and goal of our capital 

campaign – Rooted in the Faith and Reaching for the Future. Wouldn’t exploring our roots and 

innovating some riffs be a fun and worthy extension of that theme to explore together this year?   
 

Some structural pieces have already been moving in this direction.  Last January the Congregational 

Council appointed a Long Term Planning Committee to work with the congregation through 2014 

with the charge to explore, research, and make recommendations regarding: 1) the feasibility of 

changing Pastor John’s 3-year term call to a regular, open-ended call; 2) ongoing and future funding 

for our building and grounds; and 3) the mission and ministry of Prince of Peace into the future.  

Thank you to the Long Term Planning Committee for the good work and progress that was made on 

those issues. But more needs to be done.  So two council-appointed spin-offs from the Long Term 

Planning Committee will do work in 2015:  1) Pastor John will lead a team to explore uses and 

potential developments with our south campus; and 2) I will lead a team to explore ongoing mission 

and ministry at Prince of Peace.   
 

I am excited that this mission and ministry group will be inviting you as members of this faith 

community to first get even more rooted and grow deeper in our individual and communal faith.  How 

shall we see our daily lives and stories as part of God’s story in the world?  And then, to imagine and 

explore together — and thus discover and discern — the future into which God is leading us.  How is 

the Spirit of God alive and working among us, God’s ordinary people here in this place, as something 

new is brought forth in, through, and among us?  This promises to be an exciting congregational 

adventure:  we will be rooted in the faith and riffing on themes for the future.    
 

Here’s to Spirit-led blessings in 2015!  
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President's Report 

Dave Syverson, Congregation President 
 

Attempting to capture the essence of our life in Christ together at Prince of Peace over the past 

year in a single page of a report brings one to a sense of considerable humility. 
 

Considering all the ventures of Prince of Peace members, staff and volunteers working within 

and working with our greater community for the good God so intends causes a person to reflect 

with gratitude upon our life together. 
 

A person can be drawn to the statement of purpose in our Congregation's Constitution; and, 

with a little introspection, easily visualize how the activities at Price of Peace feed into the 

mission. 
 

“Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the Sacraments..... 
 

Proclaim God's saving Gospel of justification by Grace....... 
 

Carry out Christ's Great Commission.... 

Serve in response to God's Love to meet human needs.... 
 

Nurture the Church's members  in the Word of God to see Daily life  

 as the primary setting for the exercise of our Christian Calling..... 
 

Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the Love of Christ  

      and by joining with other Christians to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.” 

. 

This past year there has been consideration among the leadership of Prince of Peace to 

possibly adopt Missional budgeting as a model of uniting our calling with Stewardship of the 

budget. In other words, what we define as property, administration and personnel items may be 

related and defined in support of the Church's primary purpose...a direct connection in a 

manner of speaking. 
  

For instance, what portion of property, administration and personnel is directly committed to 

Worshiping God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the Sacraments?  

What portion to Service in response to God's Love to meet human needs? What portion to 

nurturing our members? What portion to see Daily life as the primary setting for the exercise 

of our Christian Calling? 
 

We do not know at this time how, or if, missional budgeting will become a way we do things  

at Prince of Peace; however, it is clear that the People of Prince of Peace are committed to the 

practice of worship, support of each other, extending a hand of welcome to the greater 

community, recognition of needs within and beyond our congregation and providing a 

dependable comfort zone where all are welcome. 
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S REPORT 

Pastor John Klawiter 
 

As I’ve entered my third year at Prince of Peace, this period had the potential to be a transition year. I was 

originally given a three year term call on account of the call committee wisely deciding to see how the 

congregation was sitting financially and not overcommitting to a second pastor.  This left the possibility that 

my call could be extended, but this wasn’t a “trial period”.  In fact, if the budget wouldn’t allow for Prince of 

Peace to remain a two-pastor congregation, I would be free to move on to another call and the duties of the 

associate pastor would not be filled by an additional ordained clergy. 
 

One of the gifts of the past year was being on the long-term planning committee and exploring the future of 

Prince of Peace.  It’s a lot more exciting to think about the future of the place where you’re at when you 

know that there’s a place for you in that future.  Thankfully, because of the stability in the budget and the 

positive trends in membership and the ability of two pastors to be able to engage more energy into the 

congregation than one, the committee recommended to the council, which recommended to the congregation, 

that the position of the associate pastor have the “term” lifted.  You voted in September and agreed—Prince 

of Peace is well positioned to move forward as a congregation with two pastors. 
 

That’s where YOU come in.  This is the “associate pastor’s report”, but it’s really all about you.  Because of 

you, Prince of Peace went through the deliberate process of affirming that same-sex marriage ceremonies 

would be treated as any other couple that approached a pastor for marriage.  A year ago, a vote that could’ve 

been dividing or caused hurt feelings, was done with civility, respect, and overwhelming support in favor of 

affirmation.  Because of YOU, new members join this congregation because they see “All are Welcome” on 

our sign along Victoria St. and enter the doors to find out it’s not just a handy catchphrase. 
 

Because of YOU, I’m continually being pushed to grow in my ministry, both in preaching and leading 

worship, but also pastorally in providing care and meeting you where you’re at.  In preaching, I appreciate 

when you provide comments about how the sermon challenged you or applied to your own life.  Hearing the 

good news and connecting it to YOUR story is my biggest challenge each time I lead a small group or stand 

in front during worship.  You continue to invest your energy into learning and talking about your faith and 

because of that, I continue to learn more about how to serve as a pastor.  Thank you for teaching me. 
 

I’ve learned about how this congregation does not rush a big decision and generates ideas through the 

wisdom and council of each other.  Because of the work of the Long-term Planning Committee, I’ve taken on 

the leadership of another committee that is exploring what God is calling Prince of Peace to do with the area 

south of the parking lot.  Coined the “south campus”, the community garden for Karen Refugees takes up a 

little bit of this area, but there is room to explore and this new committee is working with Dan Dodge and the 

Rooted in the Faith, Reaching for the Future Capital Improvement Implementation Committee to determine 

if the original idea to establish a permanent outdoor worship space is still the most important way to use that 

land, as well as the resources set aside in capital campaign funds. 
 

What have I seen God up to in 2014?  A few thoughts that come to mind: 

 Two additional Rain Gardens were put in through a great with Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed 

District. The Pioneer Press interviewed us and that story of stewardship of the earth made it into the 

paper. 

 Youth who continue to see the big picture of faith—returning from the canoe trip and mission trip with 

fresh ideas on how to make the world a better place, like Gabe Cederberg turning in a mission tithe grant 

to run a youth camp similar to what we did on the Mission Trip.  This vibrant and thoughtful group 

makes me so proud to be their pastor. 

Sparks of ideas in members using their own gifts that turn into ministry—whether it’s Sarah Rawitzer leading 

a nutrition class or Peggy Wiltse doing research which engages the congregation and has all of the proceeds 

go towards a youth fundraiser, each of you has time and talents that you share and this is truly a gift! 
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S REPORT—continued 
 

How will the story of the spirit at Prince of Peace be told for 2015? You will be the catalysts for 

exciting and new ministry that transforms your own life and the life of Prince of Peace. I’m thankful 

to be here and to help light the spark when it needs to be lit. What a blessing it is to be a part of the 

future at Prince of Peace,  

God bless,  Pastor John 

MINISTRY STAFF REPORTS 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY    

Tammy Wilkinson, Children's and Family Ministry Coordinator. 

 
Children’s Ministry believes that church is about showing God’s way to kids and that families provide the 

unconditional love that kids need.  When it comes to reaching our kids with the love of Jesus, it is through 

the support of families and integration of faith that transforms the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

The Highlights: 

 Our kids helped raise over $300.00 to help support Southside Family Nurturing Center in 

Minneapolis.  They also worked together to make over 30 fleece blankets, which supported 

the organization. 
 

 Vacation Bible School was a fantastic success as we learned about the Bible through stories, 

games, science, and art. 
 

 We added another new program this year:  Mom’s Group. Once a month, moms gather to 

support one another and do something fun together. 
 

 In April, we had our first Bake Sale fundraiser.  It was a huge success, as we raised over 

$1200.00 to support Children’s Ministry. 
 

 This year’s Christmas play was lots of fun and a huge success. Thank you to the many 

children and parents who participated. 
 

What’s Next?: 

 We are excited to say that Summer programming will be bigger than ever before, as we will offer 

more opportunities for kids and families.  This year we will be offering two VBS programs geared 

towards kids and families. 
 

 We will be offering more Faith Formation opportunities for children and families. 
 

 Joyful Noise will be working on their Spring Musical and continue to grow in their musical abilities.  

We have a talented group of children who look forward to sharing their gifts with the congregation.  
 

 This Spring, we will have another Craft Around the Clock event.  Our November event was a huge 

success and we look forward to hosting another one! 

What do we need?  
 We would love to grow our children’s and family library.   

      Book or monetary donations are welcome. 
 

 We can always use more “school” and craft supplies. 
 

 More volunteers to help with Sunday School, Wednesday Evenings,  

           and Summer Programming. 

How can I get involved? 

Contact Tammy Wilkinson at 651-484-4144 or tammy.wilkinson@princeofpeace.tc 

Contact Erika Wold 
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YOUTH MINISTRY            Pastor John Klawiter 
 

Pastor John teaches confirmation for half of the session on Wednesday nights, and Jennifer Duncan has 

continued to serve as the parent mentor the other half of the session.  Jennifer engages the kids in 

discussion and has helped the group as they have studied the stories of the Old Testament.  In the winter, 

the students are studying the life of Jesus as told by the gospel of Mark and 5 students will affirm their 

baptism on Sunday, May 3rd. 

Erika Warkentien has been the young adult leader with the high school group at the beginning of their 

sessions. Pastor John has had speakers come to talk to the kids (and sometimes parents, too), including a 

session with Holly Farber and her son, Noah, to talk about Judaism.  They will come on Wed. Jan. 28th 

to present on Israel and the Middle East- the Challenge of Peace.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

The Highlights 

 Mardi Gras. Thank you to the parents and kids for all their preparation in a fun filled evening of 

carnival games, food (thank you to T.J. and Sarah Rawitzer!!!!), and a concert/auction.  Over 

$4,000 was raised and $400 was given as benevolence to the RAHS Food Shelf. 

 Soup Suppers and having the delicious Easter morning pancake breakfast which raised money 

for the two youth trips this past summer. 

 Two full groups (16 total campers) went to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area through Voyageur’s 

Lutheran Ministry at the end of June. 

 Nine people went to Cass Lake, MN for a mission trip experience on the Leech Lake Reservation 

at the beginning of July. 

 Will Ojanen affirmed his baptism in May 2014. 

 Blake Wilson affirmed his baptism in January 2015. 

 Great speakers this fall:  Ellie O’Neal, an Americorps volunteer working at Keystone Community 

Services; Karen Stevensen, a family therapist who addressed questions about sexuality; and Holly 

and Noah Farber, who gave a presentation on Judaism. 

 Sonja Weiler earned the “Church Youth Leader Award” from the North Suburban Kiwanis  

    group this fall 2013. 
 

What’s Next? 

 Motown is coming!  Saturday, April 18th.  More details to come.  This is a fundraiser for the 

high school youth for the upcoming ELCA youth gathering. 

 The ELCA Youth Gathering July 15-19, 2015 in Detroit is underway!  About 7-10 youth are 

signed up to attend.  Thank you for your support! 

 Four leaders of the youth group are graduating from high school.  Good luck to DJ Wilkinson, 

Jack Lentz-Hoops, Sonja Weiler, and Kyle Krepela as they make decisions for next year! 

 New youth leaders who will step up and challenge each other in their growth and development as 

young Christians are anticipated! 
 

What do we need? 
 Soon, there will be a sign-up sheet for Soup donations during this Lenten season.  Please consider 

sharing, you do NOT need to serve the soup!  Thank you for your generosity! 

 Come to the Motown fundraiser on Sat, April 18th! 

 Your support and encouragement of these young theologians—it’s a pleasure to hear how they are 

responding to the good news through word and action. 
 

How can I get involved? 

 If you are a parent, thank you for all that you do in supporting your youth.  If you are a supporter 

of the youth, thank you for helping in their fundraising, for bringing soup during Lent, and thank 

you for all the support—especially when the youth are participating in worship. 

 Thank you Jennifer Duncan and Erika Warkentien for your leadership on Wednesday nights. 
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MUSIC MINISTRY         Milt Warkentien, Music Coordinator 
 

I thought 2014 was a good year at Prince of Peace.  
 

All of the various choirs and music groups enhanced our services beautifully and we once again 

provided a wide variety of services. Four services that highlighted the year for me were the Good Friday, 

two "big band" and Lessons and Carols services.  
 

On a sad note, Kenny Vigne and Kristen Haakenson left Prince of Peace to take other positions, but 

Cheryl Broostin filled in on keyboards for us once again and we now have Kathy Tunseth directing the 

Bells of Peace and Brian Voss playing Keyboards. Kathy just expanded her role at Prince of Peace, so I 

didn't need to get used to working with someone else, and Brian has been a delight to get to know and 

work with.  
 

I feel we still have a strong Music Ministry Team at Prince of Peace and look forward to 2015 with high 

expectations.  If you aren't involved with any of the music opportunities at Prince of Peace please let 

myself, one of the other directors, or the pastors know and we'll get you involved.  
 

May God bless, Milty 

YOUTH MINISTRY—continued 

 Thank you to Laurel Cederberg, the chair of the Youth Committee for all of your support and 

guidance! 

 Thank you to Carol Swanson, Dave Weiler, Erika Warkentien, and Milt Warkentien for 

being adult chaperones on the summer trips. 
 

Who do I talk to? 

 Pastor John Klawiter for anything youth-related 

CHANCEL CHOIR             Kathy Tunseth, Director 

Once again Chancel Choir has provided anthems for over thirty worship services between September and 

May. Especially meaningful has been our participation in the services for Easter, Mother’s Day, Music 

Sunday, Advent, the Service of Lessons and Carols and Christmas Eve.  In April the choir presented 

“Celebrate Life,” a contemporary cantata about the life of Jesus.  This year we even included some 

costumes and some very “unusual” wise men! 
 

We have a unique goal for 2015: Chancel Choir will be hosting a Combined Choirs Event featuring the 

adult choirs of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection and St. Timothy Lutheran on February 1. We will 

present our anthems at Resurrection and St. Timothy as well~a chance for musical outreach as well as 

fellowship! A continuing goal for Chancel Choir is to recruit new members and we are happy to welcome 

three new members this year~but there’s always room for more! 
 

This report would not be complete without expressing gratitude for the tireless work of the Chancel Choir 

members and for all their musical abilities!  We are also grateful for the people we call our “adjuncts:” 

that is, those singers who are not able to sing with us consistently but join us for events such as the 

cantata throughout the year. We appreciate you!  We were sad to see accompanist Kenny Vigne leave us 

this spring, but are so happy to welcome Brian Voss to the piano bench:  he is a fun and funny addition! 

Finally, many thanks go to Milt Warkentien for his commitment to Chancel Choir and all things musical 

at Prince of Peace!            
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CHANCEL CHOIR—continued 

Chancel Choir meets from 7:30-9 pm each Wednesday, September through May and sings three Sundays a 

month. Please contact director Kathy Tunseth at 651/481-7903 for more information or just join us some 

Wednesday night. You will be most welcome!                   

 

BELLS OF PEACE               Kathy Tunseth, Director 

Bells of Peace has gone through a number of changes this year, saying good-bye to two long-time 

members and welcoming to two new members.  The choir also said good-bye to Kristen Haakenson, 

highly-regarded director of the choir for 14 years, and welcomed Kathy Tunseth as it’s new leader. Kathy 

has spent the last eight years directing Chancel Choir and has twelve years previous experience directing 

handbell choirs. 
 

Highlights from 2014 include presenting handbell anthems one Sunday a month at two services, 

September through May, as well a participation in the North Heights annual handbell clinic and concert. 
 

With a new director, two new members and the new bells some members have taken on as they move to 

different positions in the choir, just getting used to the “newness” of our choir can be a goal! We hope to 

find methods of outreach as well in the new year. 
 

Bells of Peace presently has a full roster of twelve members but is always looking for people willing to 

substitute within the group. In this regard, previous handbell experience is most welcome but a solid 

ability to read musical notes would be fine as well. Bells of Peace meets Wednesdays from 6 to 7:15 pm, 

September through May.  
 

Please contact director Kathy Tunseth at 651-481-7903 for more information. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE 

Dan Dodge, Chair 
 

This committee recommends the order of projects to be completed using funds from the “Rooted in the 

Faith & Reaching for the Future” capital campaign.  Using knowledge of any changes in priorities, or 

opportunities to combine or split projects apart to reduce costs or gain greater benefit, this committee 

also guides the Council in approving funding for the projects. 

The Highlights: 

 Replacement of two rooftop furnaces/AC units for the Gym 

 Replacement of south and west windows (office and daycare rooms) 

 Install shades and blinds for new windows 

 Repainted metal structure for main entrance and the entryway cross 

 Removed non-functional light poles on south side of main parking lot 

 Some remodeling of Pastors’ offices 

 Awarding the contract for installing metal gable siding at 5 gable ends  

 (outside Sanctuary and Gym) 

What’s Next? 

 Addition of vestibule doors and hallway doors by southwest entrance 

 Complete updating HVAC systems in kitchen and dish washing areas 

 Plans for adding family/accessible bathroom 

 Develop plans to build outdoor worship space 

 Remodel current spaces 

 Additional storage space 
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ADULT EDUCATION         Scott Tunseth, Adult Education Chair 
 

The purpose of adult education at Prince of Peace is to provide a number of opportunities for people to 

come together to explore issues of faith, Scripture, and the intersection of church and the wider world. 

Small group opportunities for discussion include Feasting on the Word, Old Guys, Theology on Tap, 

Women’s Circles, and more. During September and October Suzan Hurlbut led a group through the 

book Addictions and Grace. 
 

Every Sunday morning from September through May we host an adult forum class at 9:30 during  

the education hour. In February we explored a number of community topics, including Domestic 

Violence (Roberta Flood), Lutheran World Relief (Becca Tumm), Anse Tamara Gray (firsthand  

account of her life in the Islamic faith and her reflections on living in Syria), and Caregiving (Maureen  

Kenney of Wilder Foundation). 
 

 

LONG TERM PLANNING COMMITTEE          Kent Olson 

The Long Term Planning Committee (LTPC) started in January 2014. Its charge from the Council was 

to (1) identify issues and concerns including (a) Pastor John’s 3-year call, (b) the schedule and financing 

options for facility and capital improvements, (c) discuss current church philosophies and best practices 

for fundraising, and (d) discuss and develop visions for new ministries; (2) gather information and 

insights to help Prince of Peace live into a future of vital mission and ministry together as a 

congregation; and (3) work closely with the council. The members of the committee were Pastors Anita 

and John, Esther Tatley, Stephanie Lundorff, Ben Lehman, Amy Skare-Klecker, and Kent Olson. 
 

We have finished most of these tasks and have referred a couple to the next committee in 2015. We 

talked to many members at several meetings to gather their views and ideas concerning the future of 

Prince of Peace. We gathered trends in our finances and membership. 
 

The congregation issued a 3-year term call to Pastor John in 2012 based on concerns over future 

finances and membership. At the congregational meeting in June, we presented our findings on trends in 

membership and financing as well as members preferences on whether to change Pastor John’s call from 

a term call to a regular call. Based on these findings, the congregation voted unanimously to change 

Pastor John’s call to a regular call. 
 

The LTPC discussed the various ideas and proposal for the south campus and recommended to the 

Council that a separate group be named to focus on these ideas and proposals; this group is now 

operating. We discussed the future needs for major maintenance of the building and grounds and have 

recommended to Council that two funds be used to fund both unexpected and planned maintenance and 

replacement expenditures; we recommended funding sources for these funds. The LTPC also learned 

about and discussed the current work of the groups focusing on health and spirituality ministries and 

recommended to Council that these groups continue to develop and refine their proposals. 
 

We discussed and, due to our term ending, have referred to the 2015 committee the issues of current 

church philosophies and best practices for fundraising and a deeper discussion of Prince of Peace’s 

future mission and ministry in a changing culture and world. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE—continued  
 

What do we need? 

 Feedback regarding priorities for remaining projects 

 Continued support through contributions to capital campaign 

How can I get involved? 

 Volunteer to help with planning for remaining projects 

Who do I talk to? 

 Dan Dodge (Chair) 
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COMMUNITY LIFE        Marge Beauvais, Community Life Council Member 
 

Wednesday Night Dinners and Funeral Luncheons 
 

The one certainty in life is change. 2014 has proven to be a year of change for many of our traditions at 

Prince of Peace. Although how we do some of these traditions have changed, our commitment to 

hospitality remains the same. 

Hospitality is a hallmark and prized Lutheran tradition at Prince of Peace. Wednesday night  

dinners have thrived under the leadership of Erika Warkentien. Erika has planned, cooked and served 

wonderful dinners. 

Funeral Ministry has experienced many changes over this past year. Our average volunteer is in their 70s 

& 80s. The average time for funeral hospitality has been five hours and the average plate weighs one 

pound. We value the outreach of hospitality to grieving families through our Funeral luncheon. We value 

too, those people who volunteer to help with providing a funeral luncheon and worship hospitality. 

For many years we have used our one-pound plates for both Wednesday Night Dinner and Funeral 

Luncheons. Because our volunteers are fewer and their ages older, we have switched to paper products 

for these two events. The paper products we are using are purchased from Green Paper Products. Here is 

what they say about their product: “Made from sugarcane renewable resources, these products are 

fully compostable and biodegradable within 50-100 days in properly maintained compost facilities. 

Composting discarded tableware along with food waste is part of a strategy to reduce methane 

emissions, a greenhouse gas with 21 times the warming potential of CO2.” 
 

Funeral Coordinator 

Marge Beauvais and Betchen Oberdorfer are co-coordinators of Funerals. Last year we had eight 

funerals. Funeral volunteers now serve in two-hour time shifts. This allows us to continue our tradition 

of hospitality without exhausting our volunteers.  
 

Columbarium 

We did it!!! Last winter seventeen members of our congregation committed themselves to making the 

building of our columbarium a reality. In November of 2014 our columbarium was installed. We now 

have a 60-unit columbarium for both members and non-members. Prices start at $1,650 and are several 

hundred dollars less than local cemeteries.  

 

ADULT EDUCATION—continued 
 

In Lent 2014 we worked through the seven session of ANIMATE! Bible and Carol Swanson taught a 

class on the book The Rocks Don’t Lie. This fall, she taught a session on Moses in modern culture based 

on the book by Bruce Fieler. We have also heard updates from the Health and Wellness committee and 

the Spirituality taskforce. We’ll see and hear more from these groups in 2015. 
 

We were blessed to have fine forum presentations by talented POP members, including Steve Beste 

presenting The Gift, Deb Mosby updating us on her daughter Erica’s work in Nicaragua and on 

immigration issues, David Johnson presenting key documents of the Reformation, Kent Olson providing 

his expertise on world hunger, and Paul Sponheim  teaching on the themes of Advent and waiting. 

We also enjoyed hearing from outside speakers, including Dr. Neil Elliott (Paul & the female prophets), 

Dr. Jenna Sethi (Youth, Media, Violence and Spirituality), former pastor Phil Formo talking about his 

recent book written about his father, and Dr. Robin Steinke, president of Luther Seminary. 
 

As usual, we are looking for volunteers to take part in adult education planning. We usually meet once a 

month for about 90 minutes. If you are interested in being part of the committee or have ideas for adult 

forums, please contact the adult education team members: Carol Swanson, Curt Norenberg, Pastor 

Anita, or Scott Tunseth (chair). 
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OLDER KIDS SENIOR GROUP      Anne Haugan 

 

This group for Prince of Peace Seniors meets monthly for a time of fellowship, luncheon, and a variety 

of programs and field trips.  Cost is $10.00.  Luncheon is catered by Barb Lyman. Reservations made 

after worship on Sundays previous to event or by calling Helen Danielson at 765-1940  

or Vera Ista, 484-4443.   
 

Programs for Year 2014 included: 

January 9  Yesucan Cloggers 

February 13  North Suburban Chorus Valentine Program 

March 13  Birding in the Amazon Basin —Harris Mallory 

April 10  An American/Chinese Experience — 

 China Service Ventures and Nita Qiu, concert pianist. 

May 8  “Ya Sure, I’m A Norwegian Lutheran” —Pati Kachel 

September 11  Antique Road Show —Jim Barnards assessed value of items each brough 

October 9  Silver Harmony Singers —White Bear Lake Community Group 

November 13  Peace Corps Experience of John Klawiter 

December 11  Mary/Martha Singers Advent Program — Roseville Lutheran Church Choir 

November 2  Field trip to attend “Moore by Four” at PCYC’s Capri Theater. 
 

What does this group need?  

Greater participation, an emcee, and people need to pay if they make a reservation, or call to cancel. 
 

How can a person get involved?  

Come to an event on the second Thursday of each month 

Volunteer to help on the Coordinating Committee 
 

The Coordinating Committee Members for 2014:  

Helen Danielson  Roger and Marlene Hoppel 

Anne Haugan  Paul and Vera Ista (Treasurer)  
 

We thank Margaret Sorensen for her service for many years as treasurer.  

COMMUNITY LIFE—continued 
 

Cookie Baking and Sunday Morning Hospitality 

Cookie baking and eating is thriving at Prince of Peace. Barb Lyman and her team of cookie elves meet 

Friday afternoons from 2-4 pm. ALL ARE WELCOME – NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED.  
 

Retirement 

Our tried and true coffee maker is retiring from decades of loyal service. It now takes over two hours for 

a full pot of coffee to brew. This has caused stress and consternation when preparing for large group 

gatherings. Our new coffee maker is an Infusion Coffee Brewer that will brew 1.5 Gallons of coffee in 

10 minutes. We will now have enough coffee for Lake Wobegon and PoP Lutherans coffee drinkers too.  
 

New Hospitality Committee to be established  

For the past few years we have been without a standing Hospitality Committee. This committee will 

oversee the planning and implementation of large group gatherings and establish ad hoc groups for 

special events.  

Specifics of this committee are still be established. If you are a person who likes looking at the big 

picture and sometimes plunging into a special project, this committee is for you. For more information 

contact Marge Beauvais, Community Life Council member at 651-247-4720 or at m.beauvais@me.com. 
 

Respectfully submitted,       

Marge Beauvais, Community Life Council Member 

mailto:m.beauvais@me.com
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BEFRIENDER MINISTRY       Anne Haugan 
 

The Befriender Ministry is a lay group of trained Befrienders to those in our congregation who 

are homebound or experiencing a major transition in their lives, such as sickness, loss, moving, etc. 

Befriender visits complement and are in addition to pastoral visits. 

The Befrienders keep their Befriendees connected to the church and communicate their needs to 

the pastors who are overall responsible for this ministry. 

During Year 2014 there have been sixteen active Befrienders who have been linked with twenty-

two Befriendees and made regular home visits.  The Befrienders meet together for additional training, 

support and social activities. 

The additional activities of the Befrienders include: 

Communication: 

- Ensuring that the homebound receive weekly worship bulletins and church newsletters and       

other communication from church. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: 

- Prayer shawls are knit and delivered to those persons needing our prayers.  The Prayer Shawl 

group is led by Donna Gramstad and delivery of prayer shawls is coordinated by Peggy 

Lee. Thirteen prayer shawls were delivered in 2014. 

- Prayer concerns are communicated to pastors and church office. 

Greeting Card Ministry: 

Birthday greetings are sent to those over 80 years and older. 

Sympathy, get well cards, and thinking of you cards are sent. 

Valentine Cards were made by the Befrienders and delivered. 

Thirty-three large Christmas Greeting Cards were made by Kay Johnson  

 for the congregational members to sign and be delivered by the Befrienders. 

Tins full of Christmas cookies were delivered along with the cards. 

What are the future goals of this ministry? 

Arrange for Befrienders to have further training, support and fellowship. 
 

What do we need? 

More Befrienders to meet the growing needs. 

Creative ideas to enhance Befriender visits. 

Increased awareness of Befriender Ministry to the congregation. 
 

How can a person be involved?  Sign up to be a Befriender 
 

The contacts for the Befriender Ministry are: 

Maria Larson, 653-9108 

Anne Haugan, 484-3856 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY              Anne Haugan, Chair 
 

The purposes of Women’s Ministry is to provide opportunities for women to do bible study together, to 

grow in faith, and to encourage and support one another.   
 

Five of the six women’s bible study groups use the bible study published in the ELCA Churchwide 

Women’s monthly publication GATHER. Through this publication and the newsletters of the ELCA 

Churchwide Women’s Organization, as well as through St. Paul Area Synod Women’s Organization. 

newsletters Prince of Peace women are able to connect with ELCA women locally and churchwide.   

All women are invited to participate in a women’s bible study. 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS   Pastor John Klawiter, Chair 2013 

    Michelle Moore, new chair!  
 

The Social Concerns Committee aims to address local societal issues – such as housing and food 

security. With the goal of helping all people to meet current needs there is the long term goal to help 

people to become self-sufficient. 
 

Ongoing projects (some highlights): 

 Expansion of garden plots. Completed as a Boy Scout Eagle Project. 

 Donations: 

$1,420 for the March Minnesota FoodShare Campaign 

1,070 pounds of food to Keystone Food Shelf 

Christmas gifts and gift cards for Plymouth Christian Youth Center and Lyngblomsten 

Personal care items for Caring Hearts 

School supplies for Central Park Elementary/Roseville Area Middle School 

46 units of blood for the Red Cross Blood Drive 

 Habitat of Humanity 

 Assited Holy Hammers to build our 14th Habitat for Humanity house  

 at 663 Edmund Avenue in St. Paul. 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—continued 
 

Five of the women’s bible study groups meet monthly: 
 

Martha Bible Study Circle meets the second Monday afternoon at 1pm at church. 

Rebecca Bible Study Circle meets the second Monday at 7pm in member homes. 

Lydia Bible Study Circle meets the second Tuesday morning at 9:30 in the homes. 

Women of the Well Bible Study Circle meets the second Tues. at 9:30 in homes. 

The Ruth Bible Study Circle meets the second Tuesday at 7pm in the homes. 
 

The Young Women’s Bible Study Group meets the second and fourth Monday evening at 7:30 

at J.Arthur’s Coffee Shop on Rice Street.  This group chooses its own study materials. 
 

Highlights for 2014 include: 

Women of the Well Circle entertained the Martha Circle for a Christmas Luncheon and 

program honoring three of the Martha Circle members who died in 2014. 

Rebecca Circle hosted a Christmas dinner including guests. 

Lydia Circle donated the year’s offering of $350.00 to the Older Kids Senior Group and was 

entertained with an organ concert at Ardella Norenberg’s home.   
 

What is needed to enrich these bible study groups: 

 Continue monthly Bible Study Leaders’ Sessions led by Pastor Anita.   

 These sessions are held the week previous to the circle session and are very helpful. 

 A choice of a variety of service-type projects. 
 

How can women become involved? 

 Attend and participate in a women’s bible study circle at Prince of Peace. 

 Attend the St. Paul Area Women’s Introduction to the new Bible Study in Sept. 

 Go to the St. Paul Area Women’s Organization Annual Convention in the spring. 

 Plan to come to the April 11 Brunch for all women and girls at Prince of Peace. 
 

Submitted by Anne Haugan 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS—continued  
 

 18 volunteers worked during 8 days of the build providing 26 total construction work days. 

 9 volunteers provided food for snacks and lunch during 2 days of the build. 

 $2,200 donated towards the construction of the home. 

 Women Achieving New Directions (WAND) 

 is an organization that provides resources to low income single working Moms who are 

financially supporting their children to help advance in their jobs or explore new careers.  

 Prince of Peace hosts workshops and childcare twice a month 
 

What do we need?  

 Continued donations and support of projects 

 WAND needs volunteers to host a meal, serve and clean up,  

provide childcare or engage in activities with kids. 

For more information, contact Asitha and Natasha Sandanayake   

or visit http://www.eac-mn.org/WomenProg/WAND. 
 

How can I get involved? 

If you have an idea or passion for a Social Concerns project, talk with any committee member  

and the committee will help to support and develop the idea. 
 

Who do I talk to? 

Michelle Moore – email: mamathiason@yahoo.com  

Pastor John — email: john.klawiter@princeofpeace.tc 

GLOBAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE            Diane Dodge 
 

The Global Missions committee reaches out to people in other cultures and countries to share God’s 

love through a variety of activities and organizations. 

The year began with Don Oberdorfer as the new Global Missions Chair and, not surprisingly, the energy 

that he brought to the role generated renewed enthusiasm on the committee.  This committee, along with 

the entire congregation, sorely misses Don. 
 

Highlights and Happenings in 2014: 

 Continued support to Julia (Harrington) Leiyoole as she serves as a missionary in Kenya 

through the World Mission Prayer League.  Thanks to a Mission Tithe Grant proposed by Gus 

Haugan, Julia was able to purchase a vehicle of her own in January.  It helps her serve a wider 

ministry area and more safely as well! 

 Continued involvement with the Hospitality Center for Chinese.  The mission of the HCC is to 

share Christ’s love through hospitality.  The March 19th Lenten offering helped to fund the 

April Friendship Meal for the Chinese students, scholars, and their families, many of whom 

live near the University of Minnesota St. Paul campus. The HCC is located in a building that is 

co-owned by China Service Ventures. CSV is committed to fostering mutually enriching 

relationships between Christian communities in North America and communities in China. 

 Continued participation as a Tanzania Mission Partner, serving in a vital and active companion 

relationship with Bomalang‘ombe Lutheran Church in Tanzania: 

 Seven Prince of Peace members traveled to visit our brothers and sisters in 

Bomalang'ombe in August.  Highlights of the trip included meeting some of our 

scholarship students and creating prayer partners between Prince of Peace and 

Bomalang'ombe members. 

 The 14th Annual Tanzania Dinner held on November 9th to raise funds for 

scholarships and planned projects. 

http://www.eac-mn.org/WomenProg/WAND
mailto:mamathiason@yahoo.com
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY         Chris Henningson, Habitat Coordinator 
 

In 2014, Prince of Peace participated with the Holy Hammers to build our 14th Habitat for Humanity 

house at 663 Edmund Avenue in St. Paul.  18 volunteers worked during 8 days of the build providing 26 

total construction work days. 9 volunteers provided food for snacks and lunch during 2 days of the 

build. Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with this year’s project. The congregation donated 

$2,200 towards the construction of the home. Thank you to the congregation for the financial support of 

this project.  

Information regarding our 2015 project should be available sometime in February. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE—continued 
 

 Companion Congregation commitment to the Bomalang’ombe Parish. 

 Bega kwa Bega Fair Share, which helps with synod administration  

of Tanzanian-related activities. 

 Continued support for a rehabilitation facility for children associated with the Selian Lutheran 

Hospital and the Arusha Lutheran Medical Centre in Tanzania, Africa.  “Plaster” refers to the 

plaster casts used to set broken and malformed bones.  Support is in care of Ingrid and Dr. 

Ronald Eggert, who can see first-hand how the funds are being used to construct the facility  

 on donated land. 

 Continued support to the Global Health Ministries.  This organization promotes the  

healing ministry of Jesus Christ by enhancing the health care programs of Lutheran Churches  

in other countries. 

 Continued support to the Global Mission Institute to fund international seminary students. 

MONDAY MORNING CREW                 Dan Dodge 
 

Every other Monday morning, a crew of several church members meet at church and take on various 

tasks of maintenance and cleaning in the building. Over this past year, they have accomplished much, 

and have a great time of fellowship together! Some of the things they accomplish are: helping with 

grounds upkeep, maintenance of restrooms and kitchen, painting, cleaning and an array of various 

projects as they see and define each time they are working. 
 

The impact of this experienced group of volunteers is significant.  Keeping up with the maintenance and 

cleaning helps keep the church looking good and functioning well.  The cost savings (compared to hiring 

crews to do this work) is also very beneficial. 
 

The Monday crew is made up of Jim Goepfert, Joan Goepfert, Jan Hanson, Dave Olson, Sandy Olson, 

Hadley Verwest, David Johnson, Roger Hintze, and Jim Stillings (plus Dick Jacobson volunteers but 

most often has focused on tasks at other times). 
 

The Highlights: 
 

The full list is very extensive.  It starts with:    Hanging picture in Pastor John's office. 

and continues for 45 more items, some small but many large. 
 

The biggest items were: 
 

 Removed wallpaper, repaired cracks and gouges and painted the ceiling and walls in the 

daycare restrooms.  (Took several weeks.) 

 Removed paneling and fixed and painted the walls in Anita and John's offices -- two colors, 

two coats.  This took several weeks. 
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CHURCH OFFICE VOLUNTEERS        Tara Emerson, Office Manager 
 

To help keep our church office running smoothly, we’ve had a group of wonderful volunteers who come 

in and help with answering phones, greeting people as they come in the building, helping with various 

projects and tasks, and copying and folding the church bulletins.  
 

The volunteers who come in and help are:  

Judy Florine on Mondays doing data entry, misc. children’s projects; Gary Peterson on Tuesdays doing 

room set-up, data entry and misc. building projects; Marge Beauvais on Wednesdays doing misc. 

projects and committee work; Vera Ista on Thursdays doing misc. projects and on Fridays working with 

her husband Paul Ista and Lois Leisz producing the bulletins for Sunday. 
 

I’d like to thank previous volunteers who have worked in the office during the past year: Jennis Ross, 

Bonita Eliason and Helen Danielson. 
 

Thank you, volunteers! You make the office a very pleasant place, and helped me in so many ways! 

MONDAY MORNING CREW—continued                 
 

 Washed all the new south windows. 

 Repaired sheet rock in the youth room in prep for painting. 

 Took down drapes and fixtures, and covered everything with plastic in the library, in prep for 

new window installation. 

 Replace burned out lights in the gym, and identified areas where ballasts need to be replaced. 
 

What’s Next? 

Continue throughout 2015. 
 

What do we need? 

Feedback regarding priorities for remaining projects 
 

How can I get involved? 

If you are interested in being a part of this group, you are more than welcome to show up on a 

Monday morning! There’s always coffee brewing, and a great time is had by all. 
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Nominating Committee Report for January 2015 
 

          As they rotate off,  

Officers: One year term, 3 years maximum (terms, end of term)           we thank: 

  

President                Dave Syverson (2nd  Jan 2016)                               

Vice President             Janet Brahier (2nd  Jan 2016) 

Secretary            Stephanie Hogen (1st Jan 2016) Evan Cordes (3rd  Jan 2015) 

Treasurer         Ben Lehman (1st 2016) Yvonne Miller (3rd Jan 2015) 
 

Council (2 year term, 3 terms maximum) 

Committee chairperson (2 year term, 3 terms maximum) 

Worship                     Deb Cordes (3rd Jan 2017) 
    Worship Committee  Co-Chairs, Linda Hernes/Deb Cordes (1st Jan 2016)         

    Service in Worship  Judy Florine (1st Jan 2017) Marge Beauvais (2nd  Jan 2015) 
 

Education                Erika Wold  (3rd  Jan 2017) 
    Children's Ministry   Elizabeth Aslesen (1st Jan 2017) Michelle Swiglo (1st  Jan 2015) 

    Youth                     Laurel Cederberg (2nd Jan 2017) 

    Adult Education    Scott Tunseth (2nd  Jan 2016) 
 

Stewardship           Asitha Sandanayake (1st, Jan 2017)          Caryn Josephson  (2nd  Jan 2015)  
    Financial Auditors  Christer Cederberg (1st Jan 2016) Duane McEwen (3rd, Jan 2015) 

 Yvonne Miller (1st Jan 2017) 
 

Community Life       Marge Beauvais (2nd  Jan 2017) 
    Fellowship            Barb Lyman  (2nd  Jan 2016) 

    New Members     Carol Swanson & Linda Olson  (2nd  Jan 2017)  

 

Service &Advocacy   Michelle Moore (1st Jan 2017) Carol Swanson  (3rd  Jan 2015) 
    Social Concerns     Michelle Moore  (1st  Jan 2016)                                     

    Global Missions    Jim Josephson (1st Jan 2017) Don Oberdorfer  (Jan 2016) 
 

Property                    Dan Dodge  (1st  Jan 2016)                                  
   Building Co-Chairs   Roger Hintze  (2nd  Jan 2015) 

    Sandy Olson (1st Jan 2016)  Joel Hielkama (2nd  Jan 2015) 

       Jim Goepfert   (2nd  Jan 2015) 

   Grounds Dave Olson     (2nd  Jan 2017) 
 

Youth/Young Adults  George Burkhardt (1st Jan 2017) Sonja Weiler  (1st  Jan 2015) 
 

Representatives to St. Paul Synod Assembly: 
      Michelle Moore (2014, 2015) Evan Cordes (2012-2014) 

 Sonja Weiler (2015) 
 

Nominating Committee:  (Three year term) 
 Kent Olson (Jan. 2016) 

 Betchen Oberdorfer (Jan 2017) Brian Swiglo 

     Sarah Lehman (Jan. 2018) Carrie Grafstrom  
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Membership Statistics 
 

Average Worship Attendance in 2014:   
Sundays plus Christmas Eve and Thanksgiving Eve: 204  (11,029 ÷ 54 worship days) 

Lent (Wednesdays and Holy Week): Noon 35, Evenings 96 
 

New Members received in May, 2014:   

Sheena Curry 

Justin & Kerby Pettinelli, Anna and Lauren 

Surmay Traub  
 

New Members received in November, 2014:   

Jane Aubuchon 

Tammy Heimer 

Kara Holmberg 

B.J. Metzger 

Lois Nelson 

Margaret Stanwood 

Kyle Zwack 
 

Baptisms:   

Andrew Johan Jones 5/18/2014 Son of Linda and Jeremy Jones 

Rebecca Elizabeth Sorenson   6/7/2014  

Leila Dawn Sorenson   6/7/2014 Daughter of Rebecca and Ryan Sorenson 

Paige Annabelle Johnson 6/23/2014 Son of Jessica and Alex Johnson 

Keegan Jeffrey Ackman 6/26/2014 Son of Emily and Nathaniel Ackman 
 

Confirmands:  1 

Will Ojanen 5/10/2014 
 

Marriages: 1 

Sarabeth Ellen Anderson to Joseph Robert Kelly   8/23/2014 
 

Deaths:   

Dennis Niebeling  2/8/2014 

Edna Marie Carlson     3/19/2014 

Mark Sponheim  4/25/2014 

Carol Stokes  5/14/2014 

Douglas Hanson  6/18/2014 

Mary Irene Lewis  9/15/2014 

Kenneth Dirkzwager 9/16/2014 

Don Oberdorfer  9/20/2014 

Lorraine E. Storer  11/26/2014 

Luelle Mae Belz  12/13/2014 

Jane  Patyk  12/23/2014 
 

Pastoral acts: 

Baptisms  5 

Confirmations  1 

Marriages  1 

Funerals  11 
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  Baptized Confirmed 

Membership as of December 31, 2013 549 448 

      

Members received during 2013     

By Baptism: children/adults 2  

By Affirmation of Faith 10 8 

By transfer from ELCA congregation 3 3 

By transfer from other Lutheran congregation     

From non-Lutheran congregation     

Confirmands in 2014 1 1 

Total members received in 2014 16 12 

Members removed in 2014     

By death 9 9 

By transfer to other ELCA congregation 19 12 

By transfer to other Lutheran congregation     

By transfer to non-Lutheran congregation     

By request     

Other Statistical Adjustment 75  56 

    

      

Total members removed in 2014 103 77 

      

Membership as of December 31, 2014 462 383 

 

Membership Summary 
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 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church         

 Rooted and Reaching Capital Campaign Income and Expenses    

     

 Beginning Dedicated Balance, June 2012 $32,314.36     

 Contributions 2012 / 2013 $202,631.42     

 Contributions –as of June 2013  $234,945.78     

 Expenses –as of June 2013  -$141,499.20    

  Balance in Campaign as of June, 2013  $93,446.58 

 

 2013 / 2014 Contributions        

 July   $5,816.34      

 August  $3,136.34    

 September  $5,911.34    

 October  $5,546.34    

 November  $34,923.34    

 December  $27,967.14   

 January  $3,625.34   

 February  $5,998.34    

 March  $27,102.34    

 April  $23,946.68    

 May  $8,493.34   

 June  $11,723.34   

  Contributions June 2013 / July 2014  add $164,190.22   

  Expenses June 2013 / July 2014  less $58,309.19     

  Balance in Campaign as of June, 2014  $199,327.61    
      

 July 2014 / June 2015 Contributions        

 July  $5,478.34   

 August  $3,192.34    

 September  $4,993.34      

 October  $6,819.09   

 November  $7,803.34   

 December  $32,631.84   

  Contributions July 2014 / June 2015   add $60,918.29   

  Expenses July 2014 / June 2015   less $102,529.16  

  Balance in Campaign as of December, 2014 $157,716.74   

 

 

 

Some Projects completed in FY 2013 / 2014 Some Projects completed in FY 2014 / 2015 

Exterior Lighting/Air Conditioning $7,367 Window Project   $59,151 
 

Choir Room Furnace  $6,619 Shades/Blinds $4,870 
 

Kitchen roof air furnace/vent, A/C,  $17,880 PaintingCross, Parking Lot Poles,  $3,142 

    Exhaust hood over dishwasher     Tree Trimming 
 

    Gym Roof Furnace, A/C $28,208 
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Inside the Numbers… 

Last year, three pages of details were listed that broke down the many benevolences that Prince of Peace 

supports. In addition to showing you the amount of money that goes towards each place, a brief 

description of the mission of each of those places was listed. 
 

As council president Dave Syverson wrote in his letter, Prince of Peace is considering a move towards a 

missional budget (which he explains in his article) and one way to tell the story of a missional budget is to 

tell the story—provide a narrative of what God is up to with the gifts and tithes of this congregation. 
 

For 2014, a more simplified report is provided.  The three pages of details could have reached to four or 

five because the truth is, whenever you are called on to provide, you respond.  Prince of Peace is a place of 

generosity in abundance—if you would’ve walked through the sanctuary in the past year, you would see 

that to be true in a few instances: more toilet paper than we could handle in one vehicle for the St. Paul 

Saints game, school supplies for the kids at Central Park, winter clothing for the Karen refugees, and Christmas 

gifts for Plymouth Christian Youth Center, just to name a few. 
 

A few numbers to highlight.  From our budgeted amount of giving from you of $404,500 this year, 

$41,770, which is over 10%, is designated to be used for benevolence that you can see in the budget. Of 

that amount, a few numbers to keep in mind: 
 

$2,090.  This is the additional amount of giving towards the Saint Paul Area Synod that Prince of Peace is 

giving this year ($25,250) over last year.  The synod sends half of that money to the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America headquarters in Chicago. This money goes to new congregations, missionaries in 50 

countries, 26 ELCA colleges and 8 ELCA seminaries, partnerships with the Lutheran World Federation 

and the World Council of Churches, and many other life-changing programs that couldn’t be funded 

without the support of congregations like Prince of Peace. 
 

5: This is the number of internationally focused programs in our budget that receive over $1,000 in annual 

support, like our partners in Bomalong’ombe Tanzania. 
 

12: The number of local mission partners that are in the budget that depend on Prince of Peace for 

financial support—but many of them also receive many volunteer hours from Prince of Peace too, like 

Meals on Wheels and Habitat for Humanity. 
 

Benevolence isn’t limited to money… did you know that many different groups use space at Prince of 

Peace throughout the week, month, or year?  For example, the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Early 

Childhood and Family Education, the Community Support Center Advisory Committee, Lake Ridge Day 

Care, Voting Center, basketball groups, a Lithuanian worshiping community, Painted Harmony (a new 

vocal ensemble that sang during worship in January), Women Achieving New Direction (WAND), Karen 

Gardeners, Columbarium, and more. 
 

Special offerings throughout the year, at Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Lent, most notably, also 

provide opportunities for you to give to organizations that Prince of Peace supports. 
 

Finally, Prince of Peace recognizes that many of you give very generously to your personal foundations, 

charities, or other external groups that align with your values and where your heart rests. 
 

Thank you for contributing to our budget and to the Rooted in the Faith, Reaching for the Future capital 

campaign. As we aim to continue to tell the story, know that your financial contributions make an 

immediate impact on the quality of worship, the pastoral care, the supplies needed to run the office and 

have bulletins, weekly updates, and semi monthly newsletters, the cleanliness of the building, the musical 

sounds that enhance each service, the support of our Children, Youth, and Families, and the means to keep 

the building warm in the winter and cool in the summer.  None of this would be possible if you didn’t 

continue to contribute to the mission of Prince of Peace that we are each claimed, gathered, and sent. 
 

Thank you! 
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Prince of Peace’s 

2014 Gifts  

to the  

Community  

and  

the World 

2014 Benevolences 
 

ELCA Benevolence                $25,550.00  

Bomalang'ombe                        $1,125.00  

Bread for the World                 $150.00  

Breaking Free                   $250.00  

Camp Wapogasset                 $400.00  

Central Asia Institute                 $200.00  

Chinese Hospitality House          $1,000.00  

Chinese Service Ventures             $500.00  

Discretionary Fund             $2,030.00  

Global Health Ministries            $500.00  

Global Mission Institute               $700.00  

Growing Thru Loss                 $250.00  

Habitat for Humanity           $1,250.00  

Holiday Tithe Benevolence           $616.20  

Karen Organization $250.00  

Love Grows Here                   $250.00  

Luther Seminary             $500.00  

Lutheran Social Services                $300.00  

Lyngblomsten                                  $500.00  

Meals on Wheels                                           $500.00  

Missionary Sponsorship                              $1,250.00  

MN InterFaith Power & Light 250.00  

Plymouth Christian Youth Center              $500.00  

Social Action Discretionary                            $250.00  

St. Paul Council of Churches                      $200.00  

World Mission Prayer League                      $1,250.00  
  

Benevolence/Outreach Totals:      $40,021.20  

2014 Special Offerings 
 

Mardi Gras Event  Feed My Starving Children $200.00    

 Roseville Area High School $200.00 

Lent Offering Arusha Plaster House  $688.00 

 Hospitality Ctr. for Chinese  $310.00  

 Lutheran World Relief   $1,043.00    

 Metro Meals on Wheels  $348.00    

  MN Foodshare $1,420.80  

 Special Olympics  $328.00                 

Ash Wednesday gifts Habitat for Humanity  $1,005.00   

Easter Bread for the World  $303.70 

Rooted and Reaching Tithe Camp Wapogasset  $2,000.00    

 Feed My Starving Children  $1,000.00  

 Grow a Scholarship-Tanzania  $400.00    

School Supply Drive Central Park Elementary  $130.00   

Milt’s Benefit Concert  Central Asia Institute  $368.25    

 MN Foodshare $368.25  

 Roseville Area High School $368.25 

Thanksgiving  Keystone Community Food Shelf  $879.00    

 Lutheran World Relief for Ebola $663.00  

 Roseville Area High School $663.00    

Christmas Marnita's Table   $284.51 

 Roseville Community Support  $312.50  

 Bread for the World  $303.70 

            Total Special Offerings $13,283.26 


